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NOTES FOR LITURGICAL GREETERS: SEPTEMBER 19, 2012 
 

Thank you for offering your service as liturgical greeters for Saint Elizabeth Church.  In 

order to facilitate the liturgical celebrations in our church, please review these notes 

whenever you are scheduled to serve as greeters for one of our weekend Masses. 

 

1) In order to reflect the public role of the liturgical greeters at Mass, you are asked to dress 

appropriately whenever you are assigned to this service; while no formal dress code has been 

established, sports recreational clothes (including polo or golf shirts, jeans or shorts, sneakers 

or flip flops, etc.) are not appropriate attire.  Please remember to wear your identification 

badges whenever you are assigned to serve as liturgical greeters, so that you are easily 

recognizable to both parishioners and guests. 

 

2) The schedule of liturgical ministers is posted on the bulletin board mounted on the wall above 

the usher table in the back (Nave) of the church. Please arrive at church at least fifteen 

minutes before the beginning of Mass, sign in on the posted schedule, and then take up 

positions at the doors to welcome people and direct them into the nave or main body of the 

church.  When you first arrive, it may be helpful to take a few moments of prayerful 

reflection upon your liturgical service, as a personal preparation for the liturgy. 

 

3) Greeters should be stationed at each of the three main doors into the nave and also at the 

doorway into the right side ambulatory next to the daily Mass chapel.  It is helpful to remain 

in place until the entrance procession has reached the altar.  At this point, greeters may close 

the doors and take their seats in the congregation.   

 

4) Please note that the two doors at the sanctuary end of the ambulatories are emergency exits 

only and should remain closed at all times: before, during and after Mass.  The side door at 

the opposite end of the left side ambulatory is ordinarily “exit-only” and should not be left 

open before or during Mass.  We are encouraging everyone to enter through the narthex and 

pass the baptistry on the way into the nave, stopping for a blessing with holy water on the 

way in.  Some may enter by the door nearest the daily Mass chapel and move directly up the 

ambulatory corridor on that side of the church.   

 

5) Welcome people to Saint Elizabeth with friendliness, courtesy and warmth, but without being 

too intrusive. Be attentive to and greet everyone who enters: adults, teens and young 

children. This is not the time to get into a conversation with your own friends, but to attend to 

others in the name of our parish community.  Your socializing should not become a dis-

traction to others. 

 

6) Be receptive to all who are coming to Mass.  If people appear unfamiliar with the physical 

layout of the facilities, ask if they are newcomers and if they need any particular assistance.  

Gently offer your help to the elderly and to persons with disabilities, yet be sure to give them 

the freedom to decline help if they prefer.  Be familiar with the location of the restroom 
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facilities, the water fountains, and the janitorial closet. 

 

7) When the priest-celebrant stands up to make the altar announcements, greeters should go out 

into the narthex to pick up a supply of parish bulletins and take their places outside the four 

doorways.  The nave doors should not be held in an open position until the recessional hymn 

has begun.  The parish bulletins are stored under the usher table in the back of church and on 

or under the shelf in the hallway outside the daily Mass chapel.  While distributing the 

parish bulletins, please wish people a good day/good week as they leave. 

 

8) After Mass and when the large flow of people have exited the nave of the church, greeters 

should close the doors to allow those who stay behind quiet prayer time.  

 

9) After each Mass, both the greeters and ushers take a few moments to clean up the pews and to 

return the hymnals to the book racks; the more neatly the books are stored, the longer they 

will remain in good condition. 

 

Note: At times our parish ushers also assist with the welcoming of parishioners and the 

distribution of parish bulletins, etc.  Needless to say, a spirit of willing cooperation 

should always mark the relations of greeters and ushers at Saint Elizabeth! 

 

Thank you once again for your stewardship of service to Saint Elizabeth Church! 


